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THE GLOBAL
PICTURE

THE GLOBAL PICTURE

Climate change is a global problem that necessitates
global coordination and local action.
To take local action, the Vista Canyon project has
been designed to minimize the carbon footprint
associated with its construction and operation.
As shown on page 5, due to increasingly stringent
regulations and design features voluntarily
employed by the project developer, Vista Canyon
Ranch, LLC, the Vista Canyon project’s emission
levels will be 28.8 percent below the levels
otherwise forecast for 2020.

THE GLOBAL PICTURE
Unmitigated 2020 GHG Inventory
for Vista Canyon
(22,319 metric tons CO2/year)

Vista Canyon 2020 GHG Inventory
(15,892 metric tons CO2/year)
Other 535

Municipal Sources: 685

Municipal Sources: 468
Other 535
Mobile Sources: 11,378

Mobile Sources: 7,460
Building Energy: 7,429
Building Energy: 9,721

GLOBAL WARNING

GLOBAL WARNING

•
•

•

Greenhouse gases -- including carbon dioxide,
methane, nitrous oxide, and certain fluorinated
gases—influence global temperatures
More specifically, these gases absorb the sun’s
heat as it radiates back from the Earth’s surface
toward space, trapping that heat in the
atmosphere; this is referred to as “the
greenhouse effect.”
And, while some greenhouse gases, such as
water vapor, play a vital role in maintaining the
necessary conditions for life on Earth, the
increasing concentrations of these gases
resulting from man’s activities are causing a rise
in global temperature – global warming.

•

•

Global warming has the potential to impact
environmental resources primarily through
changes in air temperatures and precipitation
patterns. For example, rainfall patterns may
change, droughts and flashfloods may increase
in severity and/or frequency, snowfall may
decrease, and sea level may rise.
These changes may directly and indirectly
impact the day to-day lives of everyone,
influencing public health, the economy, ecology,
etc...
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THE VISTA CANYON
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THE VISTA CANYON PROJECT

The Vista Canyon project is a mixed-use, transitoriented development that includes:
• Residential
• Commercial
• Office
• Retail
• Transit
• Recreational uses in close proximity to one
another.
The project also includes an extensive mobility
system, consisting of trails, paths and bike lanes,
which will reduce automobile dependency.

The project, located on a 185-acre site in the
eastern portion of the Santa Clarita Valley, will
result in the development of :
• 1,117 homes (96 single-family and 1,021 attached
condominiums)
• Up to 950,000 square feet:
–
Commercial and professional office space
–
With room for retail
–
–
–

Theater
Restaurant
Hotel uses within four planning areas

A residential overlay option allows for the
conversion of up to 250,000 square feet of office
floor area to 233 attached homes.
If implemented, this conversion would permit a
maximum of 1,350 homes and 700,000 square
feet of commercial floor area on the project site.

THE VISTA CANYON PROJECT

The Vista Canyon Project Includes:
•

•
•
•

18 acres of parks and recreation facilities:
–
The Oak Park
–
Town Green Community Garden
–
The River Education/Community Center
Up to six additional secondary recreational
facilities will also be constructed on the site.
A Metrolink and Bus Transfer Station.
The construction of a water reclamation plant,
which will provide recycled water for on- and
potentially off-site irrigation and certain
nonresidential purposes (public toilets) through
connection to a local water purveyor’s recycled
water system.

ON-SITE DESIGN
FEATURES

ON-SITE DESIGN FEATURES

Energy Demand
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

The project’s residential units and nonresidential
buildings will exceed the 2008 Title 24 building
energy efficiency standards by at least 20%.
EnergyStar major appliances will be provided in
all residential units and nonresidential buildings.
An 80,000 square foot photovoltaic system (or
equivalent) will be constructed on the project
site.
Consistent with the Governor’s Million Solar
Roofs Plan, the project developer will offer all
potential single-family home-buyers a solar
energy system purchase option.
Solar heating will be used for on-site community
pools.
The project developer will coordinate with the
City of Santa Clarita and Southern California
Edison to install energy efficient municipal
lighting.
The project developer will coordinate with
Southern California Edison and Southern
California Gas Company to install smart meters
at residential units.

Water Use
•
•
•
•
•

The project will construct an on-site water
reclamation plant, which will generate a water
supply equivalent to the project’s total potable
demand.
Recycled water will be used for on-site Irrigation
purposes, and nonresidential nonpotable
purposes (e.g., toilets).
The local water purveyor also is anticipated to
acquire some of the recycled water for its
distribution system in the future.
The project will install evapotranspiration (i.e.,
weather sensitive) irrigation controllers in all
landscaped areas of the project.
The project site will be vegetated primarily with
a native and/or drought-tolerant plant palette.

ON-SITE DESIGN FEATURES

Mobile Source
•
•
•
•

An on-site Metrolink Station and Bus Transfer
Station will be constructed, and transit services
will be offered.
The project will include a mix of land uses
including residential, retail commercial, office,
recreation and transit and hospitality.
The project will include over four miles of trails,
pathways and bicycle lanes to encourage
walking and bicycling within the project site.
Due to the close proximity of the project site to
local schools, the project applicant will
coordinate with the local school districts to
promote walk/bicycle-to-school programs.
Additionally, the feasibility of a walking school
bus program will be evaluated.

•

•
•
•

•

Extensive pedestrian and bicycling trails will
connect various planning areas within the
project site and connect to a larger regional trail
system.
The project will implement a shared parking
program in Planning Areas 1 and 2.
Electric vehicle charging stations will be
provided in the parking structures.
The project will include showers and lockers
within commercial areas of the project to
encourage opportunities for employees to bike
to work.
Office uses within the project would include the
use of van pools and car pools as part of the
required Transportation Demand Management
Plan.

ON-SITE DESIGN FEATURES

Other Green Design Features
•
•
•
•

•

Permeable pavement will be utilized in on-street
parking areas within Planning Areas 1 and 2 of
the project.
The project site includes the planting of
approximately 2,100 trees.
Future residents and occupants will be provided
with educational materials on recycling, water
and energy efficiency, and transit opportunities.
Each of these design features will be
implemented either pursuant to the mitigation
monitoring and reporting program required by
the California Environmental Quality Act, or as
part of the conditions of approval for the
project.
The City of Santa Clarita would ensure the
monitoring and implementation of these design
features.

CLIMATE CHANGE
STRATEGY

CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY

Global Warming Solutions Act
Of 2006 (AB 32)

Transportation Planning and
Programming (SB 375)

In 2006, the California Legislature enacted the
California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006.
Also known as Assembly Bill 32 (AB 32), the law
designates the California Air Resources Board
(CARB) as the state agency responsible for :
• (i) monitoring and regulating sources of
greenhouse gas emissions, and
• (ii) devising rules and regulations that will
reduce statewide greenhouse gas emissions to
1990 levels by 2020 via reductions across all
source categories.
The Vista Canyon Specific Plan includes this
Sustainability Plan, which confirms the project
developer’s commitment to achieve greenhouse
gas emissions reductions consistent with those
required by AB 32.
The Sustainability Plan also identifies other energy,
water, and landscaping components that will
improve overall project resource efficiency and
conservation.

Senate Bill 375 (SB 375) was signed into law on
September 30, 2008. In order to help achieve AB
32’s reduction mandate, SB 375 focuses on
reducing emissions from automobiles and light
duty vehicles – those vehicles most commonly
used for personal transportation.
SB 375 is intended to reduce emissions from
personal transportation by promoting land use
patterns that favor infill development and
alternative modes of transportation
(e.g., walking, bicycling, public transit), thereby
reducing sprawl.
SB 375 targets emission reductions by requiring
CARB to set emission targets for light duty trucks
and automobiles for each region in conjunction
with regional planning organizations.

SB 375 strongly encourages and includes CEQA
streamlining and/or exemption provisions for
“transit priority projects” and other mixed-use or
residential projects that are consistent with land
planning that is designed to meet CARB’s
emission targets for each region.
The Vista Canyon project is considered to be a
unique, transit-oriented, mixed-use development
due to its inclusion of a multi-modal station and its
commitment to reduce vehicle trips
(and, as a result, vehicle miles traveled and
greenhouse gas emissions) through the use of an
extensive on-site mobility system (trails, paths,
bike routes) and the locating of a mix of land uses
in close proximity to one another.
In conclusion, Vista Canyon is the type of project
envisioned by the authors of SB 375.

CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY

City of Santa Clarita
General Plan
The City of Santa Clarita’s existing General Plan,
originally adopted on June 26, 1991, contains
numerous “Goals and Policies” that support
transit-oriented, sustainable, pedestrian-friendly
development, thereby reducing energy use,
water use, and vehicle trips.
The Air Quality, Circulation and Land Use Elements
alone contain 52 goals and policies that directly
support this type of development. For example:
• Policy 6.6 of the Air Quality Element:
“Encourage pedestrian oriented design and
mixed-use development to reduce vehicle trips.”
• Policy 10.6 of the Air Quality Element:
“Encourage the identification and development
of transit-villages in the Santa Clarita Valley
around rail and fixed route transit hubs.”
• Policy 6.5 of the Circulation Element:
“Encourage ‘transit friendly’ residential,
commercial, and industrial development that
provides convenient pedestrian and bicycle
access.”

•

Policy 3.3 of the Land Use Element: “Identify a
primary town center and other centers which
encourage a pedestrian orientation and can
accommodate a clustered mix of commercial,
entertainment, recreation, town square/meeting
place(s), multi-use complexes, and multimodal
transportation activity opportunities.”

CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY

City of Santa Clarita- Draft One,
Vision One Valley
General Plan Update
Similar to the City’s existing General Plan, the
draft General Plan Update (One Valley One
Vision) also contains numerous “Goals and
Policies” that support energy efficiency and
compact, transit-oriented development.
The draft Land Use, Circulation and Conservation
and Open Space Elements, including the
greenhouse gas emission reduction strategies,
contain 85 goals and policies that support this
type of development.
For example:
• Policy LU 1.1.5:
“Promote infill development and re-use of
underutilized sites within and adjacent to
developed urban areas to achieve maximum
benefit from existing infrastructure and minimize
loss of open space, through redesignation of
vacant sites for higher density or mixed uses,
where appropriate.”

•

Policy LU 1.2.13:
“Encourage the use of the specific plan process
to plan for cohesive, vibrant, pedestrian-oriented
communities with mixed uses, access to public
transit, and opportunities for living and working
within the same community.”
• Policy C 1.2.1:
“Develop coordinated plans for land use,
circulation, and transit to promote transitoriented development that concentrates
higher density housing, employment and
commercial areas in proximity to transit corridors.”
• Policy CO 8.3.8:
“Encourage energy-conserving heating and
cooling systems and appliances, and energyefficiency in windows and insulation, in all new
construction.”

VISTA CANYON REDUCTION
COMMITMENTS

VISTA CANYON REDUCTION COMMITMENTS

In light of the potential global ramifications of
climate change, and the local opportunities to
minimize the environmental footprint of land use,
this Sustainability Plan has been prepared to
demonstrate the project developer’s commitment
to responsible development, efficient land use
design, and environmentally sound practices.
Using the State of California’s landmark adopted
greenhouse gas emissions reduction mandate -AB 32 -- as the benchmark, as well as the design
principles encouraged by SB 375, the
Sustainability Plan establishes the following
objectives:

•

•

Design the project to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by at least 28.5 percent below the
emission levels projected for year 2020 under
business- as-usual conditions; and
Secure the 28.5 percent reduction through
project-wide involvement -- that is,
improvements in building design, water use and
transportation efficiencies.

Through attainment of these two objectives, the
Vista Canyon project would assist the State of
California in returning 1990 emission levels by
2020 – the reduction mandate codified in
California law.

PROJECT EMISSIONSBASELINE, AND AS DESIGNED

PROJECT EMISSIONS-BASELINE, AND AS
DESIGNED

This Sustainability Plan identifies the project’s
emissions under a baseline scenario and as
designed in order to demonstrate the emission
reductions associated with continually evolving
regulatory standards and voluntary
design features applicable to this project.
As depicted in Pie Chart No. 1, Unmitigated 2020
GHG Inventory for Vista Canyon, if the project
were constructed using the same assumptions
relied upon by CARB to characterize statewide
emission levels for 2020 in the absence of AB 32,
and the percentage reduction required to return
to 1990 levels, the project would emit 22,319
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalents/year.
Pie Chart No. 2, Vista Canyon 2020 GHG
Inventory, shows that due to regulatory
requirements and design features of the project
(summarized above), emissions would be reduced
from about 22,300 to 15,900 metric tons per year.
This is a 28.8 percent reduction below forecasted
conditions, consistent with the requirements of
AB 32.

Admittedly, quantitative emission reductions
cannot be calculated for every on-site design
feature that will assist in lowering the project’s
emissions inventory.
However, Table 1, Summary of Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Measures and Their Impact on Vista
Canyon’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory,
presents the quantifiable emission reductions
associated with certain regulatory requirements
and voluntary reduction measures.
The emission reductions are illustrated further in
the three bar graphs
for mobile sources, residential and nonresidential
building energy, and municipal sources.
Of note, the Vista Canyon project will not be
acting alone to achieve the State’s greenhouse
gas emissions reduction mandate.
Federal, state, regional and local agencies are
expected to implement a number of strategies
that will augment the reductions secured through
project design and existing regulatory standards.

For example, the CALGreen building program
recently was adopted and will help reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from new development
throughout the State.
Table 2, Mandatory and Voluntary CALGreen
Measures Applicable to Vista Canyon That Reduce
Operational Greenhouse Gas Emissions, identifies
some attributes of the CalGreen building program
that would result in further on-site emission
reductions.
Additionally, the future residents and occupants of
the Vista Canyon project have the power to secure
additional reductions through the execution of
personal preferences that influence energy
demand, water use, and miles traveled.
1 The methodologies and assumptions utilized to quantify the
project’s emissions can be found in ENVIRON International
Corporation’s Climate Change Technical Report (2010), a copy of
which is located in Appendix 4.22 of the Vista Canyon Draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Section 4.22 of the Draft EIR
also contains an extensive discussion of the existing state of the
science and regulatory setting. The information contained in that
EIR section informed the preparation of this Sustainability Plan and
the developer’s design commitments.
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